The Gothenburg Combo

More than just a brilliant Guitar Duo, TheGoth-
enburgCombo is one of the most exciting and
hypnotic ensembles touring the world today.
With a fresh, personal approach to the classi-
cal Guitar tradition, technical perfectionand an
unusually powerful stage presence, they have
left audiences and critics throughout the world
spellbound.

“A knockout Chamber music experience!”
Soérmlands Nyheter, Sweden

Striving for maximum communication with the
audience, first and foremost through their mu-
sicianship, but also through their entertaining
and charming way of presenting the music,
TheGothenburgCombo immediately draws on
the true nature and soul of chamber music,
providing conversation, a spirited “dialogue’,
between the musicians and the audience.
They bring the classical repertory into our time,
making it sound so fresh and natural it could
have been written today.

“The duo has been perfect for vyears,
technically as well as in the choice of their
exquisite programmes.”

Nordische Musik, Germany

In 2004 TheGothenburgCombo won the first
prize and the audiences’s prize in “13eme
Concours Internationale de Guitare en Duo”
in Montelimar, France, the most prestigi-
ous competition for duo-Guitarists, making
them one of the most sought-after and well-
established ensembiles. Since then, the duo
has toured regularly throughout Europe, the
USA, China and South America, performing
in concert halls, jazz clubs, schools, churches,
galleries and theatres with equal success.

“TheGothenburgCombo  brings  together
intellectual challenge, perfection, a lovely
musical performance (and gags) in a con-
genial manner.”

Augsburger Allgemeine, Germany

Their first CD, 19th century music played on
period instruments, was released in 2005.
During a tour in Bavaria 2001 they were in-
vited to the legendary luthier Hermann
Hauser’s residence in Reisbach and were ge-
nerously offered to use guitars from his col-
lection of ancient instruments for the recor-
ding. TheGothenburgCombo's second album,
“Soundscapes’, a tribute to the American com-
poser Steve Reich, received brilliant reviews

and made it to the top ten on the Swedish Al-
bum Chart. It was also recognized as one of the
best albums of 2007 in several of the most in-
fluential Swedish newspapers. The duo’s third
album, "La Vida Bréve’, with more traditional
Romantic Guitar music has also received wide
critical acclaim. In the season 2008/2009, The-
GothenburgCombo will tour the USA (a major
tour with 20-25 concerts in different States ar-
ranged by the Allied Concert Services), Chile,
Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, the UK, Ger-
many, Holland, Finland, Denmark and Sweden.

Besides performing in traditional venues The-
GothenburgCombo is very active on the con-
temporary music scene. Collaborating with
composers of today as well as composing their
own material, they have been praised for their
very powerful and personal contemporary
style.To further expand their possibilities The-
GothenburgCombo also collaborates with ac-
tors, writers, video artists, light designers, DJs,
dancers, and performance artists.

TheGothenburgCombo is always searching for
new artistic expressions...



Press Quotes:

"TheGothenburgCombo was indescribable...
they were incredible.”
Soundboard, USA

"..an extremely enjoyable recital in which
both musicians seem prepared to take risks in
the name of real expression-a rare thing these
days.”

Classical Source, UK

"The Brahms Intermezzo is really touching
and | wish the composer could have heard it
this way!”

"..simply perfect..”
Classical Net, UK

"TheGothenburgCombo plays music from

all different periods with an intensity that is
rarely heard. The audience sits motionless and
quiet as a mouse during these young talented
Guitarists’ concert ..”

Gitaarsalon, The Netherlands

“This is a top-class cure for anybody who
thinks that classical Guitar music is “bo-
ring’,. Hansson and Hansy plays outstan-
dingly well..”

“TheGothenburgCombo is a unique
phenomenon among Swedish musicians.
Two young musicians that not only plays
brilliantly, but also knows how to commu-
nicate their joy in making music through
an unusually powerful stage presence!”
Jonkopings-Posten, Sweden

“The duo has been perfect for years,
technically as well as in the choice of their
exquisite programmes.”’

“They play the Romantic Guitar repertory
so fresh and directly from the heart, that
you have seldom heard anything like it.
Lots of energy, a little bit of improvisation,
good ears for sound and above all: joy”
Nordische Musik, Germany

“TheGothenburgCombo brings together
intellectual challenge, perfection, a lovely
musical performance (and gags) in a
congenial manner”

Augsburger Allgemeine, Germany

“The Gothenburg Combo was charming, two
classical guitarists so precise and delighted
with what they were doing, everybody in the
room grinned, too.”

Philadelphia Citypaper, USA

"TheGothenburgCombo provides the ide-
al concert and complete package. From
their charming banter to their immaculate
technical prowess to their enormous
dynamic contrasts to their impassioned
musicality to their imaginative, diverse
program choices, TheGothenburgCombo
need to be heard!”

Long Beach Guitar Society, USA

"Excellent! Highly recommended. One of
the most entertaining Guitar Duos I've
ever heard”

The Rosette, USA

“A knockout Chamber music experience!”
Sérmlands Nyheter, Sweden

“It is an overwhelming performance that
brings the Guitar to its highest level of

art.
Norra Vasterbotten, Sweden

“It is easy to understand why this dynamic
duo has received such praise. Thomas
Hansy and David Hansson are young,
virtuoso and good-looking, they have a
strong will to communicate and they have
an outspoken pop/rock-aesthetic, both in
appearance, performance and choice of
repertory. They have been acknowledged
both as an extrovert punk-performance-
group and as true interpreters of Romantic
music”

Nutida Musik, Sweden

“..soon world-stars if there is any justice in this
world”
Boras Tidning, Sweden

"A dynamic and very powerful musical
performance..”
Svenska Dagbladet, Sweden

"They passionately defend their right to do
things their own way and beacuse of that
they manage to get to the core, to reach the
very essence of musical expression.”
Goteborgs-Posten, Sweden

“Outstanding musical interpretation.”
Hemann Hauser lll, luthier, Germany



Some proposed programs:

Proposed program No. 1:

1. Manuel deFalla (1876-1946):
Danza Espanola no. 1 (from “La Vida Breve")*

2. Isaac Albeniz (1860-1909): Cordoba*

. Isaac Albeniz: Sevilla

3. Claude Debussy (1862-1918):
Arabesque No. 1*

4. Steve Reich (f. 1933): Nagoya Guitars

5. Giacchino Rossini (1792-1868):
Ouverture to the Barber of Seville*

Intermission

1. TheGothenburgCombo:
Everything’s Alright Forever

2. Claude Debussy (1862-1918):
Golliwoggs Cake Walk*

3. Henrik Strindberg (f. 1954): Unnggg

*Arranged by TheGothenburgCombo

w

Proposed program No. 2:

1. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750):
Aria+15 Variations from the Goldberg
Variations*

Intermission

1. Claude Debussy (1862-1918):

Clair de Lune*

2. Johann Kaspar Mertz (1806-56):
Tarantella

3. Johann Kaspar Mertz: Ich Denke Dein

4. Johann Kaspar Mertz: Mazurka

5. Johann Sebastian Bach:n Three Canons

(from "Ein Musikalisches Opfer”

6. Johannes Brahms (1833-1897):
Intermezzo op. 118, No. 2

*Arranged by TheGothenburgCombo

Proposed Program No. 3:
1. Manuel deFalla (1876-1946):
Siete Canciones Populares Espanolas*
2. Astor Piazzolla (1921-1922):
Milonga del Angel*
3. Astor Piazzolla: La Muerte del Angel*
4. Chinese Folksong: Zhi Zhou Diao*
5. Giacchino Rossini (1792-1868):
Ouverture to the "Barber of Seville”*
Intermission
1. Lennon/McCartney: Michelle
2. Lennon/McCartney: The Fool on the Hill
3. Lennon/McCartney: Get Back
4. George Gershwin (1898-1937):
The Man | Love
5. George Gershwin: A Foggy day in London
Town
6. Two Swedish Folksongs
7. Burt Bacharach: Raindrops keep fallin on
my head
8. Brian Wilson: God Only Knows
9. TheGothenburgCombo: Ceuta
*Arranged by TheGothenburgCombo

TheGothenburgCombo:
David Hansson-Guitar
Thomas Hansy-Guitar
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www.gbgcombo.com
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